National Academy of Sciences and later became its Vice President.
Almaz was a true patriot. He helped make his country known in the global scientific community through various international collaborations which he initiated. Because of his reputation, Almaz was invited to be a member, then leader, of various international committees. Almaz was one of the first 25 founding fellows of the Pulmonary Vascular Research Institute (PVRI) who met in Malta in January 2007. Almaz remained faithful to the PVRI, actively participating in all the annual meetings. He encouraged his colleagues in Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia to establish the first excellent Centre for Pulmonary hypertension in Bishkek.
In addition to his scientific interest and enthusiasm, he had many other interests and talents. He was an expert not only in the history of his country, but also in world history; some even thought he was a history professor. I recall many hours of very balanced and well-informed discussions with him on history and culture, outside the realm of science and medical research, and the time I had with him was always intellectually rewarding. Almaz loved literature, especially poetry, and wrote many poems himself. This is something he inherited from his father who, apart from scientific work, was an active member of the Writers' Association of the Kyrgyz Republic and published a trilogy about his experience in World War II. Almaz passed his love of language to his son, who also writes in his free time.
He also worked to preserve the national cultural heritage and natural resources in his country. Among his projects were the preservation of untouched mountain territories and the National Academy of Sciences Botanical Garden in Bishkek, that was threatened by construction plans. His efforts raised public awareness and secured government funding for the garden's rehabilitation.
Almaz loved to fish. In Soviet times, when he went on exchange trips, he saved his daily allowance. This meant eating less, but with money put aside, he bought presents for his family and equipment for his sacred hobby, fishing. He loved going through his case and proudly showed its content to his friends. He laughed admitting that the local fish rarely fell for ''imported stuff'' (lures and bait), preferring ordinary worms and bread. Another one of his hobbies was going to the sauna every Sunday with his friends, spending hours talking and laughing in the heat of the steam bath or over some green tea.
For Almaz, family was very important. He was the anchor, the walls, and the foundation in the family structure. Despite his busy schedule, he always found time for his beloved wife, Nazira. He was very proud of his children: son Alisher and daughter Aisulu. In his later years, nothing could brighten up his face as much as the talks about his four grandchildren, whom he adored immensely.
He was a keen mentor and kept his interest in research to the last breath. Almaz's physician was also one of his research fellows. His physician told me that in the last hour of life in the intensive care unit, Almaz spoke through the oxygen mask, discussing the progress of the research and ensured blood was collected for genetic analysis.
The Kyrgyz nation loved him and respected him: he was given a full state funeral, and thousands of his countrymen and dignitaries gathered during a funeral procession in the streets of Bishkek. Many hundreds of dignitaries filled the State Opera House to give their last respects. He was laid to rest in the Metropolitan Memorial Ala-Archa Cemetery, a special cemetery for academicians and Kyrgyz dignitaries.
We in the PVRI and all of the scientific community are very sad to lose Almaz Aldashev, an esteemed scientist and a dear friend. He embodied the great culture and hospitality of the people of the Kyrgyz Republic. His nation and all of central Asia will miss a great man of science, integrity, and culture. His memory will remain with us always. 
